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A Down-to-Earth Approach James Henslin shares the excitement of sociology. With his
acclaimed "down-to-earth" approach and personal writing style, the author highlights the
sociology of everyday life and its relevance to students' lives. With wit, personal reflection, and
illuminating examples, Henslin shares with readers his passion for sociology. In addition to this
trademark down-to-earth approach, other distinctive features include: comparative
perspectives, the globalization of capitalism, and visual presentations of sociology. Teaching &
Learning ExperiencePersonalize Learning – The new MySocLab delivers proven results in
helping students succeed, provides engaging experiences that personalize learning, and comes
from a trusted partner with educational expertise and a deep commitment to helping students
and instructors achieve their goals.Improve Critical Thinking - New Learning Objectives &
Questions on each page reinforce key concepts and build critical thinking skills.Engage
Students - New design and personal narrative from the perspective of an international field
researcher invites students on a sociological journey.Explore Theory - Offers a balanced
approach; relevant theories are discussed in each chapter.Understand Diversity - Global,
national, and personal material combine to present a complete view of the world.Support
Instructors - New Integrated Test Bank & written activities and assessment in MySocLab engage
students and help them succeed.Note: MySocLab does not come automatically packaged with
this text. To purchase MySocLab, please visit:www.mysoclab.com or you can purchase a
valuepack of the text + MySocLab (at no additional cost).

About the AuthorJames M. Henslin was born in Minnesota, graduated from high school and
junior college in California and from college in Indiana. Awarded scholarships, he earned his
Master’s and doctorate degrees in sociology at Washington University in St. Louis, Missouri.
After this, he was awarded a postdoctoral fellowship from the National Institute of Mental Health,
and spent a year studying how people adjust to the suicide of a family member. His primary
interests in sociology are the sociology of everyday life, deviance, and international relations. He
has published widely in sociology journals, including Social Problems and American Journal of
Sociology. While a graduate student, Jim Henslin taught at the University of Missouri at St. Louis.
After completing his doctorate, he joined the faculty at Southern Illinois University, Edwardsville,
where he is Professor Emeritus of Sociology. He says, “I’ve always found the introductory course
enjoyable to teach. I love to see students’ faces light up when they first glimpse the sociological
perspective and begin to see how society has become an essential part of how they view the
world.” Henslin enjoys reading and fishing. His two favorite activities are writing and traveling. He
especially enjoys visiting and living in other cultures, for this brings him face to face with
behaviors and ways of thinking that he cannot take for granted, experiences that “make



sociological principles come alive.”
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Sarah S, “The book was not in the very best condition, but I did order a used edition. I needed
this book, "Essentials of Sociology," for my Sociology class in college. The book arrived in the
mail in a very timely manner, it did not take long to arrive. The book, "Essential of Sociology,"
was actually somewhat interesting. The book was not in the very best condition, but I did order a
used edition. The book was much cheaper here on Amazon than it was at my local college
bookstore, or anywhere else I looked, for that matter. The book was a very fair price, and not way
over priced! Although I did not find my Sociology class very interesting, I did find the book very
interesting. Each chapter begins with a story from a personal experience had by the author, and
the story relates to what we would learn in each chapter. The stories at the beginning of the
chapter really brought the learning to life! The book also had pictures and experiences, making it
much more personal.”

Ebook Library Reader, “Fantastic textbook!!. Out of all the textbooks I've ever had for every
college class I have taken, this is definitely one of my favorites. Not only does it present the
material in an organized and easy to understand way, but it gives very very good examples to
help the student/reader thoroughly understand the theories and concepts. I am in school but I'm
not particularly organized and I have a short attention span when it comes to reading textbooks,
but I have found myself having no issue studying from this book for long periods of time, and I
think that's because of how interesting the book is and how easy it is to understand. I would
recommend this book to anyone, even if you are just curious about sociology. I have learned a lot
about myself and the environment around me due to this book.”

Oscar, “Required text. It's up to date and relevant. Has nice side stories and articles in every
chapter as opposed to fact after fact. There are endless definitions. I'm learning a lot from this
book. I don't think I'd read it if I didn't have to, but that doesn't mean someone else wouldn't want
to.”

Levis K, “Gotta love that title.. It's just as the title suggests; it's a down-to-earth approach. Henslin
makes it easy to understand and easy to connect to everyday lives of his readers. I read this for
my Sociology class and it was a fairly good read. Easy to understand and easy to tie in to regular
life.”

SEStock, “It's a school book. I ordered this book for my husband for his class. His class offered
the book in an online version and he did not like it. It's a school book what else can you expect
from it.  It was purchased used and came in great condition.”

Roxanne Miller, “Engaging and Informative. I fully expected to be bored to death, but this book
was engaging and informative. The pictures were great and the writing style is educational



without being dry. Dr. Henslin offers real-life examples to support the information given, and is
able to impart information in a way that isn't overly technical. I would definitely recommend this
book to any Sociology student.”

Chris_W, “A must for the Social Worker. Highly recommend.. A great book that helps understand
how different cultures play a part in the Social aspect of society. Highly recommend for the
Social Worker or general Counselor.”

Diana Gutierrez, “Amazing Book. I love this book, i rented for summer classes i read the entire
book. very creative, with real life stories in every chapter and easy to follow.The book arrived on
time, a little beat up from previous renters, but it serve its purpose.”

The book by James M. Henslin has a rating of  5 out of 4.5. 287 people have provided feedback.
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